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revive mediaeval principles of compulsory labor in certain
avocations and in certain portions of this country. The
cardinal rule that the contract of labor may not be compelled
to be carried out, that an injunction will not issue to perform
a labor contract, or even in ordinary cases against breaking it,
is, of course, violated by any such legislation; but ingenious
attempts have been made to get around it in the Southern
States.

This world-wide problem is really rather a racial problem
than an economic one amongst Anglo-Saxons. The inability
of the African and the Caucasian to live side by side on an
equality largely results from this economic 'question 'which,
broadly stated, is that the Caucasian is willing to work
beyond his immediate need voluntarily and without physical
compulsion; the African in his natural state is not. The
American Indian had the same prejudice against manual
labor; but rather that, as a gentleman, he thought himself
above it; and his character was such that he always success-
fully resisted any attempts at enslavement or even compul-
sory service. The negro, on the other hand, is not above
such work, but merely is lazy and needs the impulse of actual
hunger or the orders of an overseer. We are, of course,
speaking of the mass of the people, in their natural state,
before any enlightenment gained by contact with more civil-
ized races. The whole question is discussed on its broadest
lines by Mr. Meredith Townsend in his luminous work,
"Asia and Europe." He seems hopelessly to conclude that
there is no possibility of white and black permanently living
together as part of one industrial civilization unless the latter
race is definitely under the orders of the former. Without
assenting to this view it may be admitted that it is one which
has very largely prevailed in the Southern States, and the
difficulty there is, of course, with agricultural labor. So
fast as the negro can be made a peasant proprietor, the
question seems to be in a measure solved; but it is alleged to
be almost impossible to get the necessary labor from negroes